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KELLER NOTICE 
 Under Keller v. California State Bar, 110 S. Ct. 2228, 110  L.Ed.2d 1 (1990), the expenditure of 
mandatory bar dues for political and ideological purposes that are not “necessarily or reasonably 
incurred” for purposes germane to the purposes of the State Bar is not constitutionally permitted.  The 
HSBA Board feels that the positions taken and unified funds expended this year were within the purposes 
of the HSBA, which include the improvement of the system of justice and its administration, and the 
enhancement of professional competence.  Legislation is monitored, and proposed HSBA positions on 
bills are developed by volunteer attorneys.  No dues money was expended on lobbying legislative bills, 
other than nominal amounts spent on staff support for submission of testimonies.  Therefore, no dues 
rebate is being offered pursuant to Keller.   
 If you disagree and feel that the HSBA has expended mandatory dues money for purposes outside 
of the activities permitted by Keller, you may file an objection and seek a rebate of such portion of your 
dues as may be found to have been used for purposes not permitted under Keller, plus interest.  Written 
objections to a particular position or political; or ideological expenditure must be filed with the Executive 
Director within 45 days of publication of this notice.  For detailed procedures on objecting to the use of 
dues, please call the HSBA office.     
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